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I. Sentence Structures



1. Types of Clauses

A. Independent clauses : simple sentences –

complete thought 

- Forms: S + V. / S + V + O.

- Ex: She learns English.

B. Dependent clauses: incomplete thought-

adverb, adjective, and noun clauses

- Forms: Subordinator + S + V.

Subordinator + S + V + O.

- Ex: Because she learns English.



Subordinators

after before that when which

although even though though whenever       while

as                how unless        where    who

as if             if until           wherever       whom

as soon as    since what           whether        whose

because



Adverb Clauses



Adjective Clauses



Adjective Clauses



Noun Clauses : Nouns- subjects or objects

1. That clauses: 

- The young filmmaker hopes that his film will be a 

financial success. 

- That the teacher canceled the exam surprised us.       

( awkward)

- It surprised us that the teacher canceled the exam. 



That Clauses- Subjunctive Noun Clauses

- urgency, desirability, necessity, and advisability 

Ex. It is necessary that each salesperson work longer hours.

It was recommended that the department not hire 

new staff at this time. 



2.If/Whether Clauses

- The patient wants to know if Dr. Chen practices 

acupuncture.

- The patient wants to know if Dr. Chen practices 

acupuncture or not.

- The patient wants to know whether Dr. Chen 

practices acupuncture.

- The patient wants to know whether Dr. Chen 

practices acupuncture or not.



3. Question Clauses- Beginning with a WH- Q word 

- The police do not know who committed the 

robbery.

- The police do not know when the robbery 

happened. 

- The victims did not know how the robbers had 

entered the apartment. 

- I don’t know  where you were born.



Quiz: Adjective Clause, 

Adverb Clause, and Noun 

Clause



2. Types of Sentences

A. A Simple Sentence : an independent clause

-Forms:

a. S + V.  

- S1 and S2 + V1 and V2.  

- S1, S2, and S3 + V1, V2, and V3.  

- S1, S2, S3,………, and Sn + V1, V2, V3,………, and Vn.  

b. S + V + O. 

- S1and S2 + V1and V2 + O1and O2. 

- S1, S2, and S3 + V1, V2, and V3 + O1, O2, and O3. 

- S1, S2, S3,…, and Sn + V1, V2, V3,…., and Vn + O1, O2, 

O3,…., and On. 



- Examples:

+ We go to school.

+ Dara and Thida are good classmates.

+ Dara,Thida, and Sok live in Phnom Penh.

+ Dara and Thida study and work at Rupp.

+ Dara can speak and write English well.



Exercise: Write 1 simple sentence



B. A Compound Sentence: 2 independent clauses joined by 

1. A coordinator/coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS)

An independent 

clause,  

For : because an independent 

clause.

And : as well

Nor : not

But

Or : if not

Yet: but & surprising

So



Examples

- For: Japanese people live longer than most other nationalities, for they 

eat healthful diets. 

- And: They eat a lot of fish and vegetables, and they eat lightly.

- Nor: They do not eat a lot of red meat, nor do they eat many dairy 

products.

- But: Diet is one factor in how long people live, but it is not the only 

factor.

- Or: People should limit the amount of animal fat in their diets, or they 

risk getting heart disease. 

- Yet: I am very bad at math, yet my parents want me to study 

engineering. 

- So: It rained hard yesterday, so less students came to class.



2. A conjunctive adverbs

Forms:

- An independent clause; conjunctive adverb, an independent 
clause.

- An independent clause. Conjunctive adverb, an independent 
clause.

Conjunctive adverbs:

- also - besides - furthermore -moreover

- however - otherwise - in contrast - hence

- therefore - in addition - nevertheless -as a result

- for example  - nonetheless - consequently - still



Examples:

- Community colleges offer preparation for many 

occupations; moreover, they prepare students to transfer to 

a four- year university.

- The cost of attending a community college is low. However, 

many students need financial aid.

- Students must take final exams; otherwise, they will 

receive a grade of Incomplete. 

- Most colleges now have a writing requirement for 

gradation. For instance, students at my college must pass a 

writing test before they register for their final semester. 



3. A semicolon 

Form: 

- An independent clause; an independent clause.

Example:

- Grammar is easy; I learn it quickly.



Exercise: Write 1 compound sentence



C. A complex sentence:

Meaning: 1 independent & 1/ more dependent clauses

Forms:

- An independent clause + one/ more adverb clause(s).

- An independent clause + one/ more adjective clause(s).

- An independent clause + one/ more noun clause(s).

Examples: 

- Because grammar is easy, I learn it quickly.

- One of my favorite films is Like Water for Chocolate, which is in 

Spanish.

- She does not agree that grammar is easy.



Exercise: Write 1 complex sentence



D. A compound- complex sentence 

Meaning: 2 independent & 1/more dependent clauses

Examples: 

1. I wanted to travel after I graduated from college; 
however, I had to go to work immediately.

2. After I graduated from college, I wanted to travel, but 
I had to go to work immediately.

3. I wanted to travel after I graduated from college but I 
had to go to work immediately because I had to 
support my family.

4. I could not decide where I should work or what I 
should do, so I did nothing.  



Exercise: Write 1 compound-complex 

sentence



Quiz: Simple, Compound, Complex, and 

Compound-Complex Sentences 



II. Sentence Problems



1. Fragments: incomplete/ parts of sentences

a. A dependent clause

Ex. Because some students work part time while taking 
a full load of classes. 

- How to correct: 

(1) Add an independent clause:

+ Because some students work part time while taking 
a full load of classes, they have very little free time.

(2) Delete the subordinator 

+ Some students work part time while taking a full 
load of classes.



b. A sentence without a verb/ sub

Ex. The increase in the cost of renting an apartment one 

reason for more people being homeless. 

- How to correct: Add a verb 

+ The increase in the cost of renting an apartment is 

one reason for more people being homeless.

c. A noun & an adjective clause

Ex. Teachers who give too much homework.

- How to correct: Finish the independent clause

+ Teachers who give too much homework are popular.



2. Choppy Sentences : too short sentences

Examples:

- Wind is an enduring source of power. Water is also an 

unlimited energy. Dams produce hydraulic power. They 

have existed for a long time. Windmills are relatively 

new.

- We must find new sources of energy. Natural sources of 

energy are decreasing. Solar energy is a promising new 

source of energy. Solar energy is energy from the sun.



How to correct: use coordinators/ subordinators 

to combine choppy sentences

Use coordinators

- Both wind and water are enduring sources of power. 
Dams have produced hydraulic power for a long time, 
but windmills are relatively new.

Use subordinators 

- We must find new sources of energy because natural 
sources of energy are dwindling. Solar energy, which is 
energy from the sun, is a promising new source.



3. Run-On Sentences and Comma Splices

- A run-on sentence: 2/ more independent clauses without 

punctuation 

Ex. My family went to USA they emigrated to Canada.

- A comma splice: 2 independent clauses joined by a comma

Ex. My family went to USA, they emigrated to Canada.



How to correct run-on sentences & comma splices

a. Add a period:

- My family went to USA. They emigrated to Canada.

b. Add a semicolon:

- My family went to USA; they emigrated to Canada.

c. Add a coordinator:

- My family went to USA, and they emigrated to Canada.

d. Add a subordinator:

- After my family went to USA, they emigrated to Canada.



4. Stringy Sentences

Meaning:  a sentence with too many independent clauses– and, but, 
so, because 

Example: Many students attend classes all morning, and then the 
work all afternoon, and they also have to study at night, so they are 
usually exhausted by the weekend.

How to correct: divide/ recombine the clauses

- Many students attend classes all morning and work all afternoon. 
Since they also have to study at night, they are usually exhausted 
by the weekend. 

- Because many students attend classes all morning, work all 
afternoon, and study at night, they are usually exhausted by the 
weekend. 



Quiz: Run-On Sentence, Comma 

Splice, Fragment or Sentence 



III. Paragraph Components



A paragraph’s features

- Three parts: a topic sentence, supporting 

sentences, and a concluding sentence.

- Ident only the first sentence

- Length: about 5- 15 sentences

- The first sentence is usually the topic sentence



1. Topic Sentences

- A topic sentence: topic + controlling/ main idea (s)

- Features of a good topic sentence:

+ Not a well-known fact:

Ex. Cars use gasoline.

+ Not too general:

Ex. Credit cards are useful (on long trips).

+ Not too specific:

Ex. A credit card can have a high credit limit.

+ Have a controlling idea:

Ex. A credit card is one of the most important things 
that a traveler needs while on vacation.



Structures for writing Topic Sentences 

1. There are a few/ some/ several reasons why………… 

2. ……………………………….for a few/ some/ several reasons. 

Examples: 

- I bought a new jacket for a few/ some/ several   reasons. 

- There are a few/ some/ several reasons why I bought a 

new jacket.



Exercise : Highlight the topic and underline the 

controlling idea in each topic sentence 

1. An ideal roommate has three qualities.

2. Studying computer science is difficult for several reasons.

3. Computer logic error is the most difficult problem to 

solve.

4. Attending a small college has several advantages for 

foreign students.

5. There are a number of steps to replace a motherboard.



Exercise : Highlight the topic and underline 

the controlling idea in each topic sentence 

1. An ideal roommate has three qualities.

2. Studying computer science is difficult for several 
reasons.

3. Computer logic error is the most difficult 
problem to solve.

4. Attending a small college has several advantages 
for foreign students.

5. There are a number of steps to replace a 
motherboard.



2. Supporting Sentences : Wh- questions



Exercise: Good or bad supporting sentences?



3. Concluding Sentences

A. Restart the topic sentence: same idea, different word

B. Sum up the supporting sentences into a sentence

C. Express writer’s view about the topic (suggestions, 

recommendations, prediction…)



Transitions



IV. Effective Use of Terminology



Concise/ Precise Words





Remove Redundant Words





Exercise for online participants



Exercise for offline participants

Write a paragraph
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