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How many Bachelor of Arts (BA) students/graduates are here?

How many Master of Arts (MA) students/graduates are here?

How many Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) students/graduates are here?

Have any of you received scholarships or fellowships to study overseas 
before?



Housekeeping

• Three hours

• Learning from one another

• Participants: in person (30+) and online (140+)

• The audience ranges from BA students to PhD graduates (+professors)

• Languages: English + Khmer 



Part I (40 minutes): 

-A personal reflection

-Q&A 

Part II (45 minutes): 
-Scholarships/fellowships: availabilities, 
expectations, requirements
-Q&A

Part III (60-70 minutes)
-Preparations: language, research proposal, 
and other materials
-Q&A



Part I: A Personal Reflection



ធុន %&' - Thun Theara

• From a humble family background, born and raised in a remote 
countryside

• BA in History at RUPP under a government scholarship

• MA in Southeast Asian Studies at Chulalongkorn University under the 
Rockefeller scholarship

• PhD in History through a joint scholarship between National University 
of Singapore and Havard Yenching Institute (Harward University) 



• Postdoctoral fellowship at the International Institute of Asian Studies, the 
Netherlands

• Postdoctoral fellowship at Kyoto University’s Center for Southeast Asian Studies 

• Research Assistant Professor at Kyoto University’s Center for Southeast Asian 
Studies 

• Research Fellow at The University of Hong Kong 

• Lee Kong Chian NUS-Stanford Fellowship on Southeast Asia: Stanford 
University and National University of Singapore (2025-26)

ធុន %&' - Thun Theara



Awards





University of Hawaii Press, August 2024



• Rejections and failures (since BA until now)

• Learn to handle rejections and failures

• Rejection is PART of our everyday life 

• Failure is NOT the end of the world

• A Khmer Rouge leader (2009): 

“If you don’t try at all, the only outcome is failure. However, 
if you give it a try, you open yourself up to the possibilities 
of failure and success.”

A Personal Reflection -1

Documentation Center of Cambodia Archives via EPA



• Learn from rejections and failures to strive for a better goal

• Engage in learning, writing, publication, and teaching can 
be some of the most challenging career paths.

• Dedication 

• Patience

A Personal Reflection -1 (cont.)



• Numerous challenges: 

• Career stability

• Family

• Teaching (so tiring!)

• Publications

• Deadlines 

• …

• Learn: resilience, problem-solving skills, adaptability, and good time 
management

A Personal Reflection -2



• Broader opportunities: intellectually and financially

• Build extensive national and international scholarly 
connections

• Research collaborations

• Visit many places: (2024: over ten international 
trips)

A Personal Reflection -3



A Personal Reflection

1-Rejections and failures

2-Challenges 

3-Opportunities



A Personal Reflection

Applying for MA, PhD, and Postdoctoral Overseas Fellowships

• Rejections and failures, challenges, and opportunities

• Learn from failures



• Make the best use of each opportunity

• BA => had a short-sighted approach but I was LUCKY!

• MA => prepared and looked for opportunities for a good PhD program

• PhD => prepared and sought opportunities for post-doctoral fellowships

• Postdoctoral fellowships => pursue a tenured professorship

A Personal Reflection (cont.)



Q & A



Part II: Scholarships/fellowships



Scholarships/fellowships

Scholarships:

• generally awarded for academic achievement and help cover educational expense

• used to help students pay for tuition, fees, and other educational expenses

• a wide range of academic disciplines or areas of study

Fellowships:

• more specialized, often for advanced study or research, and provide support for a specific 
project or program

• awarded to support advanced study, research, or professional development in a specific 
field

Scholarships: more commonly awarded to support Master’s and PhD studies

Followships: more frequent found in PhD and Postdoctoral programs



https://www2.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/macum/scholarships



https://www.kuleuven.be/scholarships/year/2025-2026/ku-leuven-asean-
scholarship?fbclid=IwY2xjawHOaaZleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHfGML8ImUu2zJ-
rcGviCxP6E3j_mkKqiBpxDM5pdDE3T0UaMIW0fISdJKQ_aem_ofF6Rcb0uwMcQ-FNsFq_1Q



https://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/admissions/f
ile/ADB.ApplicationGuidelines.pdf



https://unu.edu
/merit/course/f
ull-time-phd-
programme#Tui
tionandFellowsh
ips



https://www.australiaawardscambodia.org





https://www.asianstudies.org/grants-awards/gosling-lim-
postdoctoral-fellowship-in-southeast-asian-studies/



https://www.iias.asia/fellowships



https://www.ugc.edu.hk/
eng/rgc/funding_opport/
rrfs/index.html



https://www.jsps.go.jp/eng
lish/e-fellow/



Various types of scholarships available for Master’s 
(MA) and Doctoral (PhD) program

• Merit-based Scholarships

• Need-based Scholarships (financial need)

• Research scholarships (funding their projects, fieldwork, or lab expenses)

• Diversity scholarships (students from underrepresented backgrounds or 
marginalized communities)

• Program-specific scholarships (specific programs)

• Country-specific scholarships

• Fully and partly funded scholarships



Expectations

MA / PhD

• Maintain a high level of academic performance throughout their studies

• Professional development by enhancing the recipient’s skills and knowledge 
in their field of study or career

• Make a meaningful contribution to their academic field through research, 
projects or other scholarly activities.

• Commitment to return to their home country upon completion of their 
studies



Postdoctoral fellowship

• Contribute new knowledge and insights to the academic community

• Publishing research findings in reputable journals/book presses

• Collaborating with supervisors, colleagues, and students

• Developing grant proposals to secure funding

• Teaching

• Handling specific research projects within their area of expertise

• …

Expectations (cont.)



Requirements
MA and PhD

1. Academic Excellence (a strong academic record, including a high GPA or equivalent academic 
achievements)

2. Bachelor’s Degree for MA level and Master’s degree for PhD level

3. Language Proficiency (TOEFL or IELTS)

-MA: 6 - 6.5 of IELTS

-PhD: 6.5 - 7.5 of IELTS  

4. Letters of Recommendation

5. Statement of Purpose (career goals, research interests, and reasons for pursuing the MA 
program)

6. Resume/CV

7. Research Proposal (outlining their intended research project or thesis topic)

8. Application Form



Requirements

Postdoctoral Fellowships

• Academic Excellence (publications, an influential PhD thesis)

• Bachelor’s Degree for MA level and Master’s degree for PhD level

• PhD conferment letter

• Language Proficiency (TOEFL or IELTS)

• Letters of Recommendation

• Cover letter (career goals, research interests, and reasons for applying)

• Resume/CV

• Research Proposal or research statement (outlining their intended research project, 
insignificance, and publication goals)

• Application Form



Q & A



Break for 15 minutes



Part III: Preparations (MA, 
PhD, and Post-doctor)



Postdoctoral Fellowships
1. Build a strong research background during your doctoral studies

-Publishing papers, presenting at conferences, some awards

-Co-authoring with your mentors/supervisors

2. A compelling research proposal

-Building of your PhD thesis 

-Outlining your proposed project and its significance

-Deliverable outcomes

3. Connect with potential advisors and collaborators

-Strong letters of recommendation

-Practice for interviews  





Things to avoid:

1. Lack of research fit

2. Poorly written application materials

3. Ignoring application instructions

4. Lack of clear research goals 

5. Make overpromises

Postdoctoral Fellowships (cont.)



• Maintain a high GPA (BA and MA)

• Fulfil language requirement

• Attend international MA programs

• Write an MA thesis

• Build your CV on your academic achievements, research experience, 
publications, presentations, awards, and relevant skills.

-Being a research assistant helps a lot 

PhD



PhD (cont.)
• Explore different scholarships, grants, and fellowships available for 

Ph.D. students in your field of study and geographic region.

• Research potential Ph.D. advisors/supervisors whose research aligns 
with your interests and goals.

• Not harmful to write to them to express your passion, qualifications, 
and research goals (remember the advice from the KR leader) 

• Just be ready for rejections or NO response!



Craft a compelling research proposal

-A good research topic requires a lot of time to develop

-Feedback from mentors, advisors, or colleagues

-Do not be afraid of someone stealing your research topic

PhD (cont.)



MA

• Maintain a high GPA (3-3.5) for BA

• Fulfil language requirement

• Attend international BA programs

• Writing an BA thesis is an advantage

• Build your CV on your academic achievements, presentations, 
awards, and relevant skills.

-Being a research assistant helps a lot 



MA (cont.)
• Explore different scholarships, grants, and fellowships available for MA 

students in your field of study and geographic region.

• Research potential advisors/supervisors whose research aligns with 
your interests and goals.

• Not harmful to write to them

• Just be ready for rejections or NO response!

• Craft a compelling research proposal



MA research proposal

-Shorter in length and duration

-Demonstrate a certain level of 
understanding of the relevant literature

-Basis ideas on research methodology and 
significance

-Scope of the research is narrower

PhD research proposal

-Longer in length, scope, and duration

-A literature review that demonstrates a deep 
understanding of your research area (identify 
gaps in knowledge and justify the significance 
of your proposed research)

-A detailed plan for data collection, analysis, 
and interpretation

-Clearly articulate how the proposed research 
will advance knowledge in the field

Comparing MA and PhD research proposals



Q & A



Emails: 

thearathun2@gmail.com

theara@hku.hk

Thank you!

mailto:thearathun2@gmail.com
mailto:theara@hku.hk

