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I .
B O D Y  O F
R E S E A R C H

HOSPITALITY ENGENDERED: WOMEN’S BODIES AND
HUMANITARIANISM IN FRENCH COLONIAL CAMBODIA



CHAPTER ONE
DANSEUSE

AFFAIRS OF BONDAGE,
NETWORKS, AND JURISDICTION



CHAPTER TWO
FILLE

MAPPING PROSTITUTION AND REGULATION
IN PHNOM PENH



CHAPTER THREE
VIOLÉE

SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND PENAL JUSTICE
IN CHRONICLES OF RAPE



CHAPTER FOUR
MATRICE

RITUALS OF CHARITY AND MEDICINE
FOR MOTHERS AND INFANTS



CHAPTER 5
WIDOWS

PENSIONS AND OPIUM
FOR SOCIAL WELFARE,



P R A X I S  O F
R E S I L I E N C E

AND PROBLEMS



“… WHAT DO STORIES AFFORD ANYWAY? A WAY OF LIVING
IN THE WORLD IN THE AFTERMATH OF CATASTROPHE AND

DEVASTATION? A HOME IN THE WORLD FOR THE MUTILATED
AND VIOLATED SELF? FOR WHOM–FOR US OR FOR THEM?”

SAIDIYA HARTMAN, “VENUS IN TWO ACTS”



I I .
R E S E A R C H E R ’ S
B O D Y

WE MUST INTERROGATE
THE EXPLICIT POSITIONALITY

BETWEEN THE BODIES IN OUR RESEARCH
AND OUR RESEARCHER BODIES. 



LIMINAL THRESHOLDS



“HOW CAN NARRATIVE EMBODY LIFE IN WORDS AND AT THE
SAME TIME RESPECT WHAT WE CANNOT KNOW?

HOW DOES ONE LISTEN FOR THE GROANS AND CRIES, THE
UNDECIPHERABLE SONGS, THE CRACKLE OF FIRE IN THE CANE

FIELDS, THE LAMENTS FOR THE DEAD, AND THE SHOUTS OF
VICTORY, AND THEN ASSIGN WORDS TO ALL OF IT?”

HARTMAN



WAS THE ARCHIVE INDEED “A DEATH SENTENCE, A TOMB,
A DISPLAY OF THE VIOLATED BODY,

AN INVENTORY OF PROPERTY,
A MEDICAL TREATISE ON GONORRHEA,

A FEW LINES ABOUT A WHORE’S LIFE,
AN ASTERISK IN THE GRAND NARRATIVE OF HISTORY”?

HARTMAN



FEMIININE LABORS



DREAM WORLDS



“THE NECESSITY OF TRYING
TO REPRESENT WHAT WE CANNOT,

RATHER THAN LEADING TO PESSIMISM OR DESPAIR
MUST BE EMBRACED AS THE IMPOSSIBILITY

THAT CONDITIONS OUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE PAST
AND ANIMATES OUR DESIRE FOR A LIBERATED FUTURE.”

HARTMAN


