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PREFACE

Since 2004, the Center for Khmer Studies has conducted a major training program for young aspiring
Cambodian university faculty. The Junior Faculty Training program (JFT) helps those Cambodians
in the final stages of higher education, or in the formative years of their university teaching career,
to expand their research and teacher training in the fields of the humanities and social sciences.
Funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, the JFT program comprises a series of semester-long research
and training seminars led by an international Visiting Professor. Each seminar has a different theme,
and each focuses on one aspect of modern Cambodian society. Seminar topics were defined in coor-
dination with representatives of Cambodian universities so as to attract participants from diverse
disciplinary backgrounds, and employing a comparative perspective, where Cambodia is studied
alongside its neighbors, Thailand and Vietnam, as well as Burma, Laos and other countries in the
region. Each semester session combines lectures, interactive seminars, field visits to Thailand or Viet-
nam, and individual research project carried out by each participant. Follow-up takes the form of an
international conference on the semester’s topic set within the broader framework of Southeast Asia,
and the selection of key seminar texts chosen by the session’s Visiting Professor and translated into
Khmer by the Cambodian participants for publication. The objective of this latter task is to increase
the otherwise extremely limited corpus of reading materials available in Khmer in the social sciences
and humanities needed for both university faculty and students.

This third volume consists of 5 reading texts selected by Dr. Peter Hammers, illustrating the
theme covered by the program’s session, Minorities, Margins and borders. These includes four arti-
cles excerpted from the seminal pre-war study The Chinese in Cambodia, by William Willmott, 1967:
Article 1: “The Economic Position of the Chinese in Cambodia”; Article 2 “ Treaty Law and Condi-
tion: The Legal definition of the chinese in Cambodia ”, “The Social Organization of the Chinese
Community” and “The Emerging and Merging Elites in Cambodia”. These texts, by describing the
situation of the ethnic Chinese in pre-war post-colonial Cambodia, offer a vivid depiction of a minor-
ity community encountered in all Southeast Asian societies. The fifth selected article, “The Erosion
of Patron-Client Relations in Southeast Asia”, by James Scott, gives another anthropological view on
the social and political changes that have occurred in post-independence rural Southeast Asia.

In his seminar, Peter used these texts to underscore the notion of border, which not only focuses
on physical demarcations but also on invisible margins, or separations, the result of mental and
social constructions like those of nationality and identity. The case of the Chinese minority in
Cambodia in the 1950-60s offers readers an opportunity to picture the situation of ethnic minorities
in the region in an historical and comparative perspective. This will be of interest for scholars wish-
ing to describe the situation of the Chinese community before and after the war in Cambodia. They
will also draw comparison with the situation prevailing in other countries in the region. Peter also
introduced students to the notion of changes that have taken place in rural Southeast Asian life-style.

The last text is not only a fine example of anthropological research analysis. It also provides the kinds
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of methodological tools needed to comprehend the social and political changes taking place in rural
Southeast Asia.

In keeping with the pedagogical objectives of the JFT, we sincerely hope that these translated texts
will be used by both professors and students, in the fields of history, sociology, economics, anthro-
pology, political sciences, international relations and others. We also hope that they will encourage
readers to investigate further, using comparative and interdisciplinary approaches in their research.

I will end this short word to thank Dr. Peter Hammer, both as a teacher and a supervisor of the Ses-
sion 3 of the Junior Faculty Training Program. No less important was the work of my colleague Chean
Men, Director of the program, whose energy and enterprise were critical to the success of our entire
program. Special thanks also to the young team of translators, particularly Tha Leang Ang,Touch
Soputhy, Thol Dina, Vong Sotheara,and Vong Meng who worked under the careful supervision
of Tan Sodany, the CKS Translation Coordinator. I want also to acknowledge the contribution
of Kheng Pytou Kethya, Publishing Coordinator, for his excellent work in managing the editorial
and publishing aspects of this truly collective undertaking.

Philippe Peycam, PhD., Director

Center for Khmer Studies.
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The Economic Position of the Chinese in Cambodia

William E. Willmott
(The Chinese in Cambodia)
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