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PREFACE

Since 2004, the Center for Khmer Studies has conducted a major training program for young aspir-
ing Cambodian university faculty. The Junior Faculty Training program (JEFT) helps those Cambodi-
ans in the final stages of higher education, or in the formative years of their university teaching career,
to expand their research and teacher training in the fields of the humanities and social sciences.
Funded by the Rockefeller Foundation, the JFT program comprises a series of semester-long research
and training seminars led by an international Visiting Professor. Each seminar has a different theme,
and each focuses on one aspect of modern Cambodian society. Seminar topics were defined in coor-
dination with representatives of Cambodian universities so as to attract participants from diverse
disciplinary backgrounds, and employing a comparative perspective, where Cambodia is studied
alongside its neighbors, Thailand and Vietnam, as well as Burma, Laos and other countries in the re-
gion. Each semester session combines lectures, interactive seminars, field visits to Thailand or Viet-
nam, an individual research project carried out by each participant. Follow-up takes the form of an
international conference on the semester’s topic, and the selection of key seminar texts chosen by the
session’s Visiting Professor and translated into Khmer by the Cambodian participants for publication.
The objective of this latter task is to increase the otherwise extremely limited corpus of reading ma-
terials available in Khmer in the social sciences and humanities needed for both university faculty and
students.

This second volume consists of 4 reading texts selected by Dr. Penny Edwards, University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley, illustrating the theme covered by the program’s second session, Cultures and Iden-
tities: Cambodia in the Southeast Asian Context. These include an article by Ward Keeler “But Prince’s
Jump!: Performing Masculinity in Mandalay” (2005), an article by Thamora Fishel “Romances of the
Sixth Reign: Gender, Sexuality and Siamese Nationalism” (1999), a chapter from Imagined Communi-
ties: The Origins and Spread of Nationalism by Professor Benedict Anderson, and an essay by Penny
Edwards, “Womanizing Indochina: Fiction, Nation, and Cohabitation in Colonial Cambodia” (1998).

The third text “Census, Map, Museum,” taken from Benedict Anderson’s pathbreaking work on
the histories of nationalism in Southeast Asia, was designed both to introduce students to modern the-
ories of nationalism and colonialism in Southeast Asian context, and to inspire students by empha-
sizing the past, current and potential contributions of scholarship on Southeast Asian studies to global
scholarship on nationalism. In her seminar, Edwards focused on Burma and Thailand as compara-
tive models for understanding Cambodian history and culture. The other three readings were se-
lected for their common emphasis on gender, for their diachronic examination (two focused on
Cambodia and Siam in the 1900s to the 1930s, and one on Burma in the 1990s), and for their method-
ological difference. Thamora Fishel’s article draws mostly on literary analysis, intertwined with bi-
ographical references. Ward Keeler’s article, anthropological in focus, draws on participant
observation, conversations with Burmese informants, and attendance at musical performances in
Burma. Penny Edwards” own essay couples analysis of works of colonial fiction and memoir with
archival research in France.

In her seminar, Edwards used these texts to underscore the constructed nature of identity, as a
lens on concepts of “nation,” and as a way of underscoring the modern nature of nationalism. She
also used these texts to stimulate discussion on the meanings and precedents for the category of “gen-
der” as circulated, predominantly among urban educated spheres, today, and introduced into Cam-
bodia in the wake of UN intervention and NGO participation. The fact that the term “gender” has
been transliterated into Khmer as “yéndoe,” an empty echo of the English term, reflects at once a



failure of international discourse to relate new vocabulary to precedents in the Khmer language, and
the lack of a specific pre-existing synonym in Khmer. Of particular interest to some students was the
fact that, in three of the articles, but primarily in Keeler’s, “gender” was used as a frame of analysis
for both male and female identity. Through her juxtaposition of these works, Edwards hopes that
readers will be similarly inspired to challenge and rethink such categories; to appreciate the light
that studies of other regional countries and cultures, as well as on Cambodia’s recent past, can shed
on current circumstances, and to expand their methodological approaches. See also on the follow-
ing page the reflection of one of our copy editors on the word “gender” and the way it was translated
in a neighboring and culturally close country —Thailand —in this comparative perspective of our pro-
gram.

In keeping with the pedagogical objectives of the JFT, we sincerely hope that these translated texts
will be of use to both professors and students in the fields of history, sociology, economics, anthro-
pology, political sciences, international relations, and other fields. We also hope that they will encour-
age readers to further investigate, critically, using a comparative and interdisciplinary approach.

I will end this short word to thank Dr. Edwards for her tireless efforts, both as a teacher and as a
mentor for the program participants. No less important is the work of Chean Men, Director of the
JFT, whose energy and enterprise were critical to the success of our entire program.

Special thanks to the young team of translators, particularly Sok Leang, Yin Sombo and Pong
Pheakdeyboramy, who worked under the careful supervision of Tan Sodany, CKS Translation Coor-
dinator. I would like to express my deep gratitude to Michel Rethy Antelme who spent a tremendous
amount of time looking for data and information, original documents and words in Thai and Burmese
scripts, edited the manuscript and spent time on the final layout. I want also to acknowledge the
contributions of Kheng Pytou Kethya, CKS Communications and Publishing Coordinator, and Les-
ley Perlman, CKS Deputy Director, for their excellent work in managing the editorial and publish-
ing aspects of this truly collective undertaking. To finish I would like to thank all the following people
for their help: Bénédicte Brac de la Perriére, Marie-Hélene Cardinaud, Gilles Delouche, Robert
Fowler, Hiep Chan Vicheth, Patrick McCormick, Grégory Mikaelian, Mak Phoeun, Nut Suppya, Sabai
Shwe Demaria, Sisowath Ravivadhana Monipong, Frangois Tainturier, Thach Deth and Inthano
Theeraphong.

Philippe Peycam, PhD., Director
Center for Khmer Studies.
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NOTE ON THE DEFINITION, CONCEPT, AND TRANSLATION OF “GENDER”

According to the definition in Khmer given in the Gender Lexicon (2006) of the Ministry of Womens’
Affairs, “gender” is the differenciation of the duties, attitudes and values assigned separately to men
and women as defined by culture and society. These duties, attitudes and values are created and
maintained by various social institutions such as the family, government, community, school, church
and mass media, etc. Because of gender, a number of acknowledged duties and characteristics are dif-
ferently and strictly defined for men and women.

Surprisingly, the word in Khmer is the mere trancription of English gender: yéndoe. It seems to have
entered usage with hardly any consideration of its significance and how it might have been translated
into Khmer. Only those who speak English can grasp its intrinsic meaning. However, although young
Cambodians have been massively and enthusiastically learning English since the time Cambodia en-
tered a globalized world whose common language is English everywhere you go, the sense of the
word “gender” remains somewhat obscure to them. What did neighboring countries — which have
absorbed American culture for a longer time than Cambodia — do with this English word, and how did
they succeed in translating it?

Thailand is an interesting example. In order to convey the concept embedded in the word “gen-
der,” the Thais recently coined the terms phét-phawa’, phét-saphawa’, phét-saphap, and phét-sathana’, all
of them Sanskrit-Pali compounds, with phét standing for “sex” in Thai (derived, according to spel-
ling, from Sanskrit vesa: “small farmer, tenant, neighbor, dependant, vassal ; entrance, ingress ; house,
dwelling ; prostitution or a house of ill fame, brothel”; perhaps a misspelling for vesa: “work, activity,
management ; dress, apparel, ornament, artificial exterior, assumed appearance”; or Skt-Pa. bheda:
“separation, division, distinction, difference, kind, etc.”). Phawa’ (Skt-Pa. bhava) means: “state (of af-
fairs), condition, status, state of being, nature ; aspect ; character ; form, manner, way ; the Buddhist
doctrine of ‘coming into existence’.” Saphawa’ which is synonymous with saphap (both from Pa.
sabhava), means “own condition or state of being, natural state or constitution, innate or inherent dis-
position, nature, impulse, spontaneity.” Sathana’ comes from Skt sthana, and has taken the meaning
of “position, status, state, condition, situation.” Separately, all these words are in common usage in
Khmer (though with a slight difference in the spelling of phét, as the Khmer form is based on bheda,
and Khmer would rather use thana’ from Pa. thana as a final component when Thai uses sathana’
based on the Sanskrit form).

Some Thai intellectuals use the words phét-saphawa’ or phét-saphap for “gender,” but others have
then objected that “gender” being a social construct or, as the Cambodian ministry of Womens” Af-
fairs puts it, being made up of “duties, attitudes and values [...] created and maintained by various so-
cial institutions,” saphawa’ and saphap, being related to a natural state or an inherent disposition, are
improper, and then prefer to use phét-phawa’. Others again prefer the usage of phét-sathana’. Be that
as it may, we can see that the Thais have thought over these terms to try and find the most appropri-
ate way to match the definition and concept of “gender.”

Thai phét-phawa’, when transposed into Khmer (using the word bheda for “sex”), is meaningful,
though not yet attested: phét-pheavea’ (bhedabhava).

In the 1940s, Iéu Kceus (1904-1950) wrote: “[...] when we cannot coin a new word from the Khmer
language stock, we need to look at Pali and Sanskrit. In European languages, you find a similar ten-
dency: words in the field of literature are often taken from Latin, and for the sciences from Greek. In
the field of science, the French have been the world leaders here. They were often the first to develop
and to choose Greek words and adapt them for their use. Other languages such as English, German,
and Russian have followed suit and used the same Greek words. When you draw water from the same
well, the water is the same. This is the reason why so many words are identical in these European lan-
guages. In the land of Suvarnabhiimi, there is only one well for the Khmers, the Thais, the Laos and
the Burmese, it is the well of Pali and Sanskrit. In our day and age the Thais are ahead of us in drawing
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from this well. We follow behind, and, while wanting to draw from this well, we want the water to be
different, which proves to be no easy thing. If we wish it to be different, we should not draw it from
this well at all. But if in the well of the Khmer language we cannot find the water we need, we do not
know from which well, apart from the Pali-Sanskrit one, we could choose to draw. To draw from the
Greek and Latin well, as the Europeans do, is not so easy. It is like bread, which we cannot eat every-
day as it does not correspond to our taste in the way that rice does. The conclusion is that we cannot
always avoid, nor should we try to, creating neologisms from Pali and Sanskrit as the Thais have done
before us. In Europe, when the English, Germans, Russians, Italians ... borrow a word from French
which is originally Greek or Latin, or when the French borrow these kinds of word from some other na-
tion, they never feel it disreputable for their own nation. So, when it comes to us, why do we have to
teel so ticklish?” (La Langue cambodgienne. Un essai d’étude raisonné [in Khmer], Phnom Penh, Buddhist
Institute, 1995, 1% edition for Vol. 1: 1947, for Vol. 1-2: 1967, p. 342-344).

That is why we would also like to suggest the word phét-pheavea’ as a synonym for yéndoe, escort-
ing in parenthesis the latter, until the day comes when the Royal Academy of Cambodia chooses an
official term to mean “gender.”

Michel Rethy Antelme.
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